5.9 Deputy S. Pitman of St. Helier of the Ministerfor Health and Social
Services regarding financial support for trainee nuses.

Could the Minister advise whether the next intakerainee nurses will be given

financial support by her department and if not, ldahe explain why?

The Deputy of Trinity (The Minister for Health and Social Services):

| am very delighted to be able to confirm that @8al students will start their nurse
training in Jersey this September. Health and &&ervices and Education, Sport
and Culture have been working in partnership toettgy this programme, which is
known as the partnership scheme. Financial supp@mtovided by Education, Sport
and Culture who will fund the university fees fbeetprogramme, which is delivered
by Open University. This funding is not means @dst The partnership scheme
course is 26 hours per week, which has enablethallstudents to register on the
nurse bank to work and be paid as healthcare astsst This is a positive blend for
on-job experience and study which will enhancertherse training.

5.9.1 Deputy S. Pitman:

A supplementary. The funding that | am talking @thavhich | have not made clear
to the Minister, is maintenance because a traineserthat | have spoken to was told
by her department that they should go to Incomep8uor financial support. So,
could the Minister explain why her department i¢ giwving financial maintenance
support?

The Deputy of Trinity:

As | said in the question, financial support is \pded by Education, Sport and
Culture and | understand the students are beiagetien the same way as students if
they were undertaking full-time nurse training e tJ.K.

The Bailiff:
Sorry, | will come back to you Deputy.

Deputy S. Pitman:
The Minister did not answer the question. | dig gawas maintenance, financial
support for maintenance, everyday living. Shergitlanswer that question.

The Deputy of Trinity:
As | understand, the other students who are trginm Jersey do not get the
maintenance.

5.9.2 Deputy A.E. Jeune:

| am just picking up on something that the Ministaid in her answer. Could she just
explain the time spent by the student nurses wtiexg are employed as healthcare
assistants, does that practical experience go agtewards their training?

The Bailiff:
| am not sure that relates to the question.

The Deputy of Trinity:

| am sure it does because, as the Deputy knowg lzeprevious nurse, in our day it
was you learnt on the wards, so any practical itrigirwill enhance your nurse
training, definitely.



Deputy A.E. Jeune:
But they are paid, are they not?

5.9.3 Deputy R.G. Le Heérissier:

Can the Minister confirm that in building up a cadrf local nurses that, in fact, her
department and/or E.S.C. (Education, Sport andu@)ltare also supporting nurses
who are training in the U.K. and are not able tg ghall we say, highly subsidised
training through the N.H.S. (National Health Seeyz Are U.K. based nurses who,
of course, are broadening their experience and ithaelping the Island, are they
being supported equally?

The Deputy of Trinity:
Yes, | would take it that they are, but | am verpyd that we are able to offer on-
Island nurse training and it really is a good netesy.

5.9.4 Deputy D.J. De Sousa of St. Helier:

This is a really important question because mosbwf nurses, as we know, are
brought in from the U.K. and there does seem ta bisadvantage to the local nurses,
and part of the financial side of it is the facattocal cadet nurses are not able to
access the accommodation as well. | did speakdoMinister about this. Is she

going to work to try and address this issue?

The Deputy of Trinity:

We just need a level playing field across the bdarall students, and we work very
closely with Education, Sport and Culture, and | sure if there is an issue ... but we
have very limited accommodation and, as you kn@mesof it leaves a little bit to be

desired, but | will look at it and see if we canstonething.

5.9.5 Deputy S. Pitman:

As we all know there is a shortage of nurses whs, as we know, essential
employees for this Island; does the Minister nataghat it is not acceptable that
such cadet nurses are told by a department thtzéyfwant to live while studying and
training that they have to go to Income Support?

The Deputy of Trinity:

| value every nurse whether they are a studentenarswhether they are qualified.

They are an asset to the service as well as tdstamd, but, as | said, all of our

student nurses are encouraged to go and | thinkf alem are on the nurses’ bank,
and they can earn part-time because the nursesseds 26 hours a week and they
are encouraged to go on the nurses’ bank wheredihearn a wage.



